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Ms choicest manuscripts. He spent the last months of his life in revising these, and they continued to appear for some years after his death. Those which, have since been published in the " Atlantic " are passages from his journals, selected by his friend Blake, who now has the custody of his manuscripts. These consist chiefly of his journals in thirty volumes, many parts of which have already been printed, either by Thoreau himself, by his sister Sophia, or his friend Channing, who, in 1873, published a life of Thoreau, containing many extracts from the journals, which had never before been printed. When we speak of his works, we should include Mr. Chan-ning's book also, half of which, at least, is from Thoreau's pen.
His method in writing was peculiarly his own, though it bore some external resemblance to that of his friends, Emerson and Alcott. Like them he early began to keep a journal, which became both diary and commonplace book. But while they noted down the thoughts which occurred to them, without premeditation or consecutive arrangement, Thoreau made studies and ob-